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CS-COUSIN methodological support

• Current challenges: keeping up-to-date, heterogeneous quality of 

COS development, general vs. specific guidance, specifics of 

disciplines and areas…

• COS development guidance document

• Flow charts for domain and instrument development

• Proposal form

• Protocol template

• Status update document

• Peer review
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Guidance document
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• First version developed 2015



Guidance document
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Guidance document
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Guidance document
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Flow 
charts
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Proposal 
form
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Protocol 
form
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Peer review system
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• Assignment of one ‘methods peer’ 

from the methods group to COS 

development group

• Review of documents

• Methodological advice

• Link and reporting to methods group

• Structured updates
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Project groups
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1 Acne vulgaris Acne Core Outcomes Research Network (ACORN)

2 Appearance of facial aging Appearance of Facial Aging (IMPROVED)

3 Atopic eczema Harmonizing Outcome Measures for Eczema (HOME)

4 Basal cell carcinoma Basal cell carcinoma (IMPROVED)

5 Chronic wounds Chronic wounds

6 Congenital Melanocytic Naevus Outcome measures for COngenital MElanocytic Naevi (OCOMEN)

7 Hand eczema Hand Eczema Core Outcome Set (HECOS)

8 Hidradenitis suppurativa Hidradenitis suppurativa (HISTORIC)

9 Incontinence-associated dermatitis Core Outcome Set in the Incontinence Associated Dermatitis (CONSIDER)

10 Laser treatment in dermatology
Developing a generic Core Outcome Set for Medical Indications for laser 
treatment in Dermatology

11 Melanoma MELANOMA

12 Nail Psoriasis

13 Pressure ulcer Outcomes for Pressure Ulcer Trials (OUTPUTs)

14 Rosacea

15 Vascular malformations Outcome measures for Vascular Malformations (OVAMA)

16 Vitiligo

17 Vulvovaginal skin disorders
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Project groups



General remarks

• Continuous review and revision of processes and documents

• Continuous screening of literature

• COS groups must comply with the proposed standards

• CS-COUSIN is not going to…

• Be a competitor to major initiatives like COMET

• Develop something ‘different’ which does not comply with the latest research and 

recommendations

• Give an answer to every unanswered question in the COS field

• Prescribe how the COS groups must develop their COS

• Standardization of processes key to ensure high quality COS
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